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"We learn to-day [October ad] that the Prussian army is retreating. This appears very extraordinary. They are said to be sickly."
"This morning [October 3d] I have details respecting the retreat of the Prussians. Great sickness and the crafty policy of Austria account for it. This retreat gives room for a long war, should the Allies persist, unless the natural levity of the French should induce them to abandon their young republic in the cradle. There is every reason to apprehend a famine. Accounts arrive of the taking of Spires by General Custine and three thousand prisoners of war. Dumouriez seems extravagantly rejoiced at the retreat of the Prussian army. Re-enforcements are thrown into Lille, so that in all probability that place is saved. The rainy weather is very unfavorable to the sickly troops under the Duke of Brunswick. Everything looks favorably to the cause of the new republic. The weather is mild and pleasant."
"Confirmations arrive [October 8th] of the taking of Nice, and from every quarter success pours in. 'Oh mortal, impotent and blind to fate, too soon defeated and too soon elate.' The weather is very foul. Dumouriez is seriously occupied by the plan of marching into Flanders. He says he will take up his winter-quarters at Brussels. I hear that Worms is taken, in which, by the by, there was no garrison."
"Some despatches [October 226.],taken by the carelessness of Monsieur, the King's brother, open up scenes of French good faith, or rather aristocratic folly."
Of the wearisome uncertainty of his position Morris
speaks to Jefferson in a letter of October 23d.     He says :
"The  unexpected events which have taken place  in
this country since your letter was written, and of which
you will have been informed before this reaches you, will, he was accused of compromising the dignity of the nation, and retired to Switzerland. Born in 1741, he died in 1798.
